Science Studies, HISC 250, Winter 2001


Categories and Taxonomies:  Worlds at Stake





Tuesdays, 10-1, Oakes 109


Donna Haraway, x4653, haraway@cats.ucsc.edu


office hours:  Tuesdays 1:30-4:30 (please sign up at my office, Oakes 213) and by appointment 


Books are at:


The Literary Guillotine


204 Locust St.


Santa Cruz, CA


831-457-1195, gitlit@prodigy.net


Course reader will be at the Copy Center on campus by January 23.  Materials in the reader are marked **.


Books are on reserve (overnight) in McHenry.  The Reader will be on reserve in McHenry by Jan 23.





Theme:


	This seminar asks how classifying practices — the work of parsing the world into its fundamental furniture and modes of action — establishes what can count as real, for whom and at what cost.  We will be asking, in particular, how the categories of the modern/non-modern and the rational/non-rational work in specific domains.  Modern sciences have been at the heart of these classifying practices, which shape chances of life and death, as well as less ultimate matters.  But the sciences have never operated in a vacuum.  Scientific categories are internally and externally fraught, protean, and often barely stabilized by the hard work of layers of social-material actors, human and nonhuman.  We will be looking for the processes of category formation and stabilization in zones where what counts as “modern” or “rational” are at stake.  The key text for this seminar is the first book we will be reading: Sorting Things Out, by Geoff Bowker and Leigh Star.  Late in the quarter, Susan Harding and I will host a Saturday morning soirée to allow those in our seminars who wish to do so to come together to discuss categories and narratives  over good croissants, bagels, and coffee.  Harding’s seminar and this one share several readings.





Week 1.   January 9.  Introduction





Week 2.  January 16.  Making Orders Natural; Making Work Invisible





Please read 


Introduction and Part I of Geoffrey Bowker and Susan Leigh Star,  Sorting Things Out:  Classification and Its Consequences (MIT Press, 1999), pp. 1-162.





Week 3.  January 23.  Making orders natural, contd.





Please read Parts II and III, pp. 165-326, of Bowker and Star.





Week 4.  January 30.  Making and unmaking facts where lives are at stake.





Please read:


Ludwik Fleck, Genesis and Development of a Scientific Fact (University of Chicago Press, 1979, originally in German, 1935)





Week 5. February 6.  Making and unmaking facts, contd.





Please read:


Rayna Rapp, Testing Women, Testing the Fetus (Routledge, 1999), chpts 4, 8, and 9 (pp. 78-102, 191-262)





**Adele Clarke, Disciplining reproduction : modernity, American life sciences, and "the problems of sex"  (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998), chpts 1 and 8, pp., 3-29, 233-76, 287-91, 327-29.





Week 6.  February 13.  What is the “Modern”?





Please read:


Bruno Latour, We Have Never Been Modern (Harvard University Press, 1993)





Michel Foucault, The Order of Things:  An Archaeology of the Human Sciences (Vintage, 1994), Chpt 3 (“Representing”), pp. 46-77, and Chpt 7 (“The Limits of Representation”), pp. 237-49.





Week 7.  February 20.  Practicing modernities.





Please read:


Harriet Ritvo, The Platypus and the Mermaid, and Other Figments of the Classifying Imagination (MIT Press, 1997)





**Susan Harding, The Book of Jerry Falwell:  Fundamentalist Language and Politics (Princeton University Press, 2000), Chpts 2, 8, and 10, pp. 61-82, 210-227, 247-69, 290-93, 306-07, 310-11.





Recommended:


Foucault, The Order of Things, Chpt. 8, “Labor, Life, Language,” pp. 250-302





February 27, class canceled.  The last class of the seminar will be Tuesday of e
