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Readings in Science Studies:  “Thinking Relationality”

HISC 251 A , Spring 2005

Wednesdays, 9-12

Donna Haraway

Oakes 209

haraway@ucsc.edu

Office hours:  Tuesdays 4-5 pm; Wednesdays 1:30-3:30, and by appointment

The Reader is at the Copy Center on campus.  Readings from this collection are marked **.

Books are at the Literary Guillotine

204 Locust Street

Santa Cruz, CA

475-1195

gitlit@literaryguillotine.com

This seminar will concentrate on several books and essays that help me think about three things:  1) a constructivist approach to the natural sciences that takes both humans and nonhumans seriously in constitutive, knowledge-producing relationships; 2) critical paradigms for understanding “complexity” and “relationality”; and 3) responsibility, ethics, and politics inside knowledge-making in the sciences.  

Major expectations for the course include:  close reading, seminar attendance, and participation in discussion; distribution by email and hard copy of a written BRIEF comment or question (one or two short paragraphs) each week in advance of discussion; a written preliminary paper at the end of the quarter on a topic of your choice but making use of the seminar’s readings and discussions (15-20 pages).  

Students are also invited, not required, to take a half hour of the seminar once during the quarter to present a reflection/idea/paper bearing on the themes of our discussions, broadly interpreted.  This presentation might be on the reading for that week or on some other material that you want to introduce into the seminar.  This is time to experiment.

Week 1.  March 30.

Introduction.  Science Studies and its many kin

Week 2.  April 6

Thinking about thinking

Bateson, Gregory, Steps to an Ecology of Mind: collected essays in anthropology, psychiatry, evolution, and epistemology (Chicago University Press, 2000, c1972), pp. xxiii-xxxii, 3-58, 159-93, 405-513.

Week 3.  April 13

Configuring ontologies, practical multiplicities

Annemarie Mol, The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and Cultural Theory) (Duke University Press, 2003).  Please read the entire book.  Annemarie will be present with us for this seminar.  Teaching at Twente University in The Netherlands, Mol is a major figure in science studies, making both ethnographic and theoretical contributions, which draw also on feminist theory.  She studied in Rosi Braidotti’s world at Utrecht, where over many years there has been a host of wonderful graduate students, several of whom are familiar to UCSC people.

Week 4.  April20

Well-placed concreteness: the instruments of constructivism  

Whitehead, Alfred North. c1925. Science and the Modern World (New York: Free Press, 1967).

Stengers, Isabelle, Université Libre de Bruxelles, “A constructivist reading of Process and Reality,” in ms.**

Week 5.  April 27

Exact sciences:  objectivity, belief, and practice

Stengers, Isabelle, The Invention of Modern Science, translated by Daniel W. Smith (Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota Press, 2000; Paris, 1993).

Week 6.  May 4

From matters of fact to matters of concern

Latour, Bruno, Politics of Nature:  How to Bring the Sciences into Democracy (Harvard UP, 2004)

Stengers, Isabelle, “The Cosmopolitical Proposal,” in ms.**

Week 7.  May 11

Masterless methods and the poverty of criticism

Latour, B. and Serres, M, Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time : Michel Serres with Bruno Latour (Studies in Literature and Science) (Ann Arbor:  University of Michigan Press, 1995).
Week 8.  May 18

Infoldings of the flesh: technologies and bodies

Haraway, Donna, “Crittercam:  Compounding Eyes in NatureCulture, for Expanding Phenomenology:  Companion to Ihde, ed. Evan Selinger (SUNY Press, forthcoming).**

Ihde, Don, Bodies in Technology (Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota Press, 2001).

Week 9.  May 25

Mattering

Barad, Karen, “Invertebrate Visions:  Diffractions, Mutations, Re(con)figurations, and the Ethics of Mattering,” in ms.** (based on chpt 8 from Barad’s book in progress, Meeting the Universe Halfway).

Rouse, Joseph, How Scientific Practices Matter: Reclaiming Philosophical Naturalism (University of Chicago Press, 2003), introduction and chpts 8 and 9.**

Week 10.  June 1

Revisiting

This last week will be dedicated to configuring the seminar’s readings and discussions in the kinds of patterns that have come to make sense over the 10 weeks.

Papers due in my box at Oakes on Thursday, June 9, by 5 pm.

