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Plants, Animals, Science, Food, and Justice

Science as Practice and Culture, HISC 80Q, Spring 2007

Tues, Thurs 12-1:45, Kresge 327

Donna Haraway, haraway@ucsc.edu
Office hours:  Thursdays, 2-4 and by appt, 1 Humanities Bldg, 4th floor

The course

This course is organized around the knots of plants, animals, knowledges, people, markets, research institutions, justice projects, and daily life that come together in practices of eating.  Food is at the heart of the quarter.  Students will begin by keeping a detailed diary of everything they eat and then write an account of the worlds brought into play by the entries in that diary.  Grading will be based on the four categories, below.

Requirements: 
1.  Readings are listed for the date by which they should be read. Lectures will make no sense if you have not done the reading for the day beforehand.
2.  Midterm, short answers written in class, based on readings and lectures.  20% of the grade
3.  Section participation.  Your section instructor will evaluate your reading of assigned material and participation in the work and play of discussion.  It is not possible to pass this class if you miss more than 2 sections (unless there is a written arrangement with your section leader based on urgent concerns).  Section instructors will work out with each section how to evaluate reading and discussion.  Posting your comments about readings, lectures, and discussions to the WebCT will be an important part of participation.  40% of the grade
4.  Journal, prospectus with bibliography, and 10-page paper.  During the 1st two weeks of the class, please keep a detailed food and drink journal, with notes, links you find, details of how this food takes shape in the world, what pleasures and dangers emerge, how you are situated in the world of science as practice and culture in this eating and drinking.  From this journal, select one item (for Haraway that was “chicken”), and begin to build a map of worlds—tracking human and nonhuman organisms, ecologies, sciences, industries, economies, labor processes, fiction, science fiction, poetry, visual cultures, internet ecologies, activisms, and whatever else catches your attention.  Please give your section leader a copy of your journal  during the week of April 16.  The goal is to have a plan to write a 10-page account of your chosen focus, in order to contribute to a collective course book.  The plan, or prospectus, should be a 2-page sketch of your approach and a one-page bibliography of books, articles, websites, films, etc. that you will use.  At least one of those references should be from the course assigned reading (other than “Chicken”).  The final paper must show that you have grappled with and understood the lectures and readings of the course, as well as the other materials you develop.  The prospectus (2 pages + bibliography) is due May 1.  The final 10-page paper is due on Monday, June 11.  40% of the grade (5% for the journal, 10% for the prospectus, 25% for the final paper)
Readings: 

Books are at the Literary Guillotine: 204 Locust Street, Santa Cruz, CA, 457-1195

gitlit@literaryguillotine.com.  

Articles will be available electronically on the course WebCT.
Books to buy or share (also on 24-hour reserve at McHenry):

Sarah Franklin, Dolly Mixtures (Duke University Press, 2007) (not available until late April)

Sydney W. Mintz, Tasting Food, Tasting Freedom:  Excursions into Eating, Culture, and the Past (Beacon, 1996)

Michael Pollan, The Omnivore’s Dilemma:  A Natural History of Four Meals (Penguin, 2006)

Susan Schrepfer and Philip Scranton, eds., Industrializing Organisms:  Introducing Evolutionary History (Routledge, 2004)

Page Smith and Charles Daniel, The Chicken Book (The University of Georgia Press, 2000)

Schedule of Lectures and Readings:
April 3, Tuesday

Introduction:  What is science as practice and culture?

April 5, Thursday

Please read (on course webCT): 

Donna Haraway, “Chicken,” from When Species Meet (University of Minnesota Press, fall 2007)

The lecture for this day will make no sense if you have not read “Chicken.”  Please!!!!  

Begin food journal.

April 10, Tuesday
Please read:

Smith & Daniel, Chicken Book, Introduction and Chapters 1 & 2, pp. 3-40

April 12, Thursday
Please read:

Smith & Daniel, Chicken Book, Part Two, Chapters 9-14, pp. 159-302

April 17, Tuesday
Please read:

Roger Horowitz, “Making the Chicken of Tomorrow:  Reworking Poultry as Commodities and as creatures, 1945-90,” in Schrepfer & Scranton, Industrializing Organisms, pp.  215-36

April 19, Thursday
Please read:

Pollen, Omnivore’s Dilemma, II. Pastoral, pp. 123-273

April 24, Tuesday

Continued:

Pollen, Omnivore’s Dilemma, II. Pastoral, Grass, pp. 123-273

April 26, Thursday

Please read:

Anna Tsing, “Mushrooms as Companion Species” (webCT)

Guest lecture by Jake Metcalf on biobread, sourdough starters, and the Oregon Train in the 21st century

May 1, Tuesday
Midterm exam and course discussion.  

Prospectus and bibliography for your paper project is due in section this week.
May 3, Thursday

Please read:

Pollen, Omnivore’s Dilemma, I.  Industrial, Corn, pp. 15-119

May 8, Tuesday

Continued:

Pollen, Omnivore’s Dilemma, I.  Industrial, Corn, pp. 15-119

May 10, Thursday
Please read:

Alan Olmstead and Paul Rhode, “Biological Innovation in American Wheat Production,” in Industrializing Organisms, pp. 43-84

Guest lecture by Lindsay Kelley on BioArt labs and food

May 15, Tuesday

Please read:

Mark Finlay, “Hogs, Antibiotics, and the Industrial Environments of Postwar Agriculture,” in Industrializing Organisms, pp. 237-60

Lecture will be based on Dawn Coppin, Capitalist Pigs:  Large Scale Swine Facilities and the Mutual Construction of Nature and Society, Ph.D. dissertation, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2002.  Coppin is the Director of the Santa Cruz Homeless Garden Project. See http://cityonahillpress.com/article.php?id=430.

Please prowl around websites on hogs, pigs, and pork in both wild and domestic ecologies around the world.

May 17, Thursday
No new reading.  This gives time to work on your project and paper.

In class viewing and discussion of Beyond Closed Doors, Sandgrain Films, 2006, 57 minutes

May 22, Tuesday
Please read:

Franklin, Dolly Mixtures, Origins, Sex & Capital, pp. 1-72

May 24, Thursday
Please read:

Franklin, Dolly Mixtures, Nation & Colony, pp. 73-157

May 29, Tuesday

Please read:

Franklin, Dolly Mixtures, Death & Breeds, pp. 158-208

May 31, Thursday

Please read:

Mintz, Tasting Food, Tasting Freedom, pp. 1-66

June 5, Tuesday

Please read:

Mintz, Tasting Food, Tasting Freedom, pp. 67-124

June 7, Thursday
Please read:

Haraway, “Parting Bites,” from When Species Meet (webCT)

Student presentations from sections

Course evaluation
