Readings in Science Studies 251, Winter 1997 
The winter quarter 1997 science studies seminar will be looking at classics in critical theory addressed to science and technology, especially work by Marx, Heidegger, Foucault, Canguilhem, Douglas, Horkheimer and Adorno, Kuhn, Mills, Fleck, and Whitehead.  In spring, we will turn to more recent writing by Hacking, Haraway, Harding, Keller, Latour, Pickering, Shapin and Schaffer, Bernal, Traweek, Suchman, Rabinow, Brian Smith, and Leigh Star.  The 2 quarters taken together should ground discussion about the interdigitating historical, cultural, philosophical, political, institutional, disciplinary, national, and scientific-technical contexts for many kinds of "science wars", or contestations for representing both science made and science in the making.
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Syllabus:
Tues., Jan 7.  Introduction

Tues., Jan 14.  Apparatuses of Normality:  Canguilhem and Foucault


Reading:  G. Canguilhem, On the Normal and the Pathological, pp. ix-xxv, 3-10, 63-140


                M. Foucault, The History of Sexuality, vol. 1, pp. 1-50

Tues., Jan 21.  Apparatuses of Normality, contd.


Reading:  On the Normal and the Pathological, pp. 141-81


                The History of Sexuality, pp. 51-159

Tues., Jan 28.  Apparatuses for Making Order,  Douglas and Foucault


Reading:  M. Douglas, Purity and Danger, pp. 1-58


                M. Foucault, The Order of Things, pp. 3-45, 125-214

Tues., Feb 4.  Apparatuses for Making Order, contd.


Reading:  Purity and Danger, pp. 115-79


                Order of Things, pp. 250-387. esp. 250-302

Tues., Feb 11.  Reconstructing Constructivism:  Puritans, Syphilis, and Scientific Revolutions


Reading:  R. Merton, Science, Technology, and Society in Seventeenth-Century England,      
                                 Chpts. I, VI, VII, IX


                T. Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, pp. 1-51


                 L. Fleck, Genesis and Development of a Scientific Fact, pp. xxvii-19, 52-82

Tues., Feb 18.  Exchange Day.  Meet at regular time and place or reschedule?



              Constructivism, contd.


Reading:  The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, pp. 52-173


                 Genesis and Development of a Scientific Fact, pp. 82-145

Tues., Feb 25.  Configurations of Modernity


Reading:  M. Heidegger, The Question Concerning Technology, pp. 3-35


                A.N. Whitehead, Science and the Modern World, Chpts. 1, 3, 4


                K. Marx, from Capital, vol. 1, Marx-Engels Reader, pp. 294-438

Tues., March 4.  Critical Theory


Reading:  Horkheimer and Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment, sections to be assigned


                C. Wright Mills, The Sociological Imagination, sections to be assigned

Tues., March 11.  Critical Theory contd.


Reading:  Dialectic of Enlightenment and Sociological Imagination
Writing:
Each seminar member should select one book from the above readings.  On the second week during which we discuss that work, the student will give an oral presentation that situates the book as deeply as possible.  What is the history of reading of this work, and why does it matter now?  At the end of the seminar, each seminar member will submit a 15-25 page paper making use of the chosen work, either in development of the student’s own topics or in a discussion of the work in other contexts, at the discretion of the student.  I want to meet with everyone before the end of January to discuss writing goals for the quarter.

____________________

An alternative syllabus:

Careful reading of Marx, Horkheimer and Adorno, and Foucault.  Drop; the rest (alas) in the interest of a seminar of close reading and discussion.  Writing remains the same.

_____________________________
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Douglas, Mary.  1966.  Purity and Danger.  Routledge.

Fleck, Ludwik.  1979 (1935).  Genesis and Development of a Scientific Fact.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press
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Horkheimer, Max and Adorno, Theodor .  1979.  Dialectic of Enlightenment.  NY: Continuum.
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